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1. FOLLOWING FYI IS SUMMARY OF MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
THROUGH EVENING OCTOBER 8. 

2. OCTOBER 7: HEAVY FIGHTING ON BOTH THE 

SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN FRONTS TOOK PLACE THROUGHOUT THE 
NIGHT OF OCTOBER 7/8. ISRAELI FORCES WERE HARD PRESSED 
BY INITIAL SYRIAN SUCCESSES ON GOLAN HEIGHTS OCTOBER 6. 
THE RELATIVELY THIN FORWARD LINE OF ISRAELI DEFENSES 
ON THE CANAL FRONT GAVE EGYPTIAN FORCES OPPORTUNITY TO 
ESTABLISH AND REINFORCE THEIR BRIDGEHEAD ON CANAL'S 
EASTERN BANK. THROUGHOUT DAY OCTOBER 7 SYRIANS STROVE 
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TO MAKE AS RAPID TERRITORIAL GAINS AS POSSIBLE AND 
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EGYPTIANS TO EXPAND AND CONSOLIDATETHEIR BRIDGEHEADS 
ACROSS CANAL INTO DEFENSIBLE LINE. ISRAELIS USED THEIR 
SUPERIORITY IN THE AIR TO CONTAIN THEARABS UNTIL 
ISRAELI RESERVES COULD BE MOBILIZED. AT DAWN OCTOBER 7 
ISRAEL CONDUCTED MAJOR AIR ATTACKS ON EGYPTIAN MILITARY 
TARGETS WEST OF CANAL. BUT SYRIAN PRESSURE FORCED IDF 
CONCENTRATE AS MUCH AS 75 PERCENT ITS AIR EFFORT ON 
GOLAN FRONT WHERE ISRAELI TANKS OUTNUMBERED BY SYRIAN ON 
ORDER OF 200 TO 1,000. THROUGHOUT OCTOBER 7 ISRAELI AIR 
FORCES CONCENTRATED ON TACTICAL SUPPORT OF IDF UNITS AND 
SUPPRESSION OF SYRIAN SAM SITES BETWEEN GOLAN AND DAMASCUS. 
ISRAEL CLAIMED TO HAVE KNOCKED OUT 90 PERCENT OF SAMS BUT 
AT CONSIDERABLE COST IN AIRCRAFT. SYRIAN AND ISRAELI 
FORCES SO ENTANGLED ON GOLAN THAT IDF DISENGAGED IN SOME 
AREAS TO GIVE ISRAELI AIRCRAFT ROOM TO ATTACK SYRIAN 
POSITIONS, WHICH INCLUDED CAPTURED GOLAN TOWN OF QUNEITRA. 

3. ON EGYPTIAN FRONT ISRAELIS FOUGHT TO PREVENT EXPANSION 
OF MAJOR EGYPTIAN BRIDGEHEADS EAST OF CANAL AND TO COUNTER 
NUMBER OF BOLD EGYPTIAN RAIDS, INCLUDING HELIBORNE FORCES, 
AT VARIOUS POINTS INLAND IN SINAI AND SINAI COAST SOUTH OF 
CANAL. ISRAELIS SURPRISED BY EGYPTIAN FAILURE MASSIVELY 

TO REINFORCE ITS BRIDGEHEADS DURING NIGHT OCTOBER 6/7 AND 
HOPED EXPLOIT THIS FAILURE OCTOBER 8 OR 9 WHEN FULL 
ISRAELI MOBILIZATION, AND COUNTER-OFFENSIVE, EXPECTED. 

NAVAL ACTION IN MEDITERRANEAN AND RED SEA REPORTEDLY 
RESULTED IN LOSS FOUR SYRIAN PATROL CRAFT, AN EGYPTIAN 
MINELAYER, AND NUMBER EGYPTIAN PATROL AND ASSAULT CRAFT. 
IDF DESCRIBED DAY AS "MISERABLY TOUGH" AND ADMITTED TO 
TAKING HEAVY CASUALTIES AND LOSING SOME GROUND ON BOTH 
FRONTS. 

4. OCTOBER 8: FIGHTING CONTINUED BOTH FRONTS NIGHT OF 
OCTOBER 7/8 WITH ISRAELI FORCES BEING REINFORCED AT 
INCREASING RATE. COUNTER-OFFENSIVE AGAINST SYRIANS GAINED 
MOMENTUM RAPIDLY, WITH IDF SUPERIOR IN THE AIR, AND BY 
MID-DAY IN THE AREA ISRAEL CLAIMED SYRIANS IN GENERAL 
RETREAT. ISRAELI SETTLERS FROM GOLAN HEIGHTS ALLOWED TO 
RETURN TO HOMES LATE OCTOBER 8. BATTLES INTENSE, HOWEVER, 
AND IDF COMMANDERS IN FIELD WERE REPORTED TOO BUSY TO 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 199799 

REPORT FULLY AND IN DETAIL TO THEIR HEADQUARTERS. 

5. ISRAEL BEGAN TURNING ITS AIR AND, LATER, ITS GROUND 
EFFORT TOWARD EGYPTIAN FRONT AS GOLAN PRESSURES 
RELIEVED. ISRAELI AIRCRAFT ATTACKED EGYPTIAN BRIDGEHEADS 
AND BRIDGES DURING NIGHT OCTOBER 7/8 AND INTENSIFIED 
EFFORTS AT DAWN OCTOBER 8, THOUGH AT ONE POINT IDF NOT 
CERTAIN IT COULD MOUNT COUNTER-OFFENSIVE ON CANAL UNTIL 
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OCTOBER 9. EGYPTIANS APPARENTLY HAD THREE MAJOR BRIDGE- 
HEADS (ON COAST IN NORTH, AND ON ROADS LEADING TO GIDDI AND 
MITLA PASSES) SUPPLIED BY SOME ELEVEN BRIDGES, NINE OF 
WHICH IDF CLAIMED TO HAVE DESTROYED BY MORNING OF OCTOBER 8. 
EGYPTIANS REPORTEDLY HAD 400-500 TANKS EAST OF CANAL, 

WHICH BY LATE OCTOBER 8 ISRAELI COMMENTATORS DESCRIBED AS 
"TRAPPED." NEVERTHELESS, AS NIGHTFALL OCTOBER 8 CAME TO 
AREA, EGYPTIANS, INCREASINGLY HARD PRESSED IN THEIR 
BRIDGEHEADS, REMAINED EAST OF CANAL. ISRAELIS CONDUCTED 
AIR RAIDS AGAINST PORT SAID 



SAM DEFENSES LATE IN DAY, POSSIBLY PRELUDE TO EXPECTED 
MAJOR EFFORT AGAINST FORMIDABLE EGYPTIAN AIR DEFENSE 
SYSTEM WEST OF CANAL. CASUALTIES ON BOTH SIDES BELIEVED 
TO BE HIGH IN MEN AND EQUIPMENT, PARTICULARLY AIRCRAFT. 
DETAILS OF IDF'S "MISERABLY TOUGH" DAYS HAVE NOT BEEN 
GIVEN YET TO ISRAELI PUBLIC, NOR HAS EXTENT TO WHICH 
ISRAEL LOST GROUND ON GOLAN HEIGHT IN EARLY PHASES. 

6. THE OTHER ARABS: PRESSURES MOUNT STEADILY ON THOSE 
ARAB COUNTRIES WHICH WOULD PREFER TO STAY OUT OF WAR. 
SAUDI ARABIA, WHICH HAS PUT ITS FORCES "ON ALERT", FEARS 
THAT PROLONGED HOSTILITIES, OR JORDANIAN INVOLVEMENT, 
COULD FORCE IT INTO SOME KIND OF ACTIVISM. ISRAELI 
REPORTS OF NUMEROUS (SOME EIGHT INCIDENTS) ROCKET AND 
MORTAR ATTACKS FROM FEDAYEEN ON LEBANESE TERRITORY POSE 
RISK TO LEBANON OF ISRAELI REPRISALS. THE PRESSURES 

ON KING HUSSEIN GROW WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME, BUT HE 
HAS SO FAR MAINTAINED RESOLVE TO STAY OUT OF FIGHT. 

7. PRESS REPORTS OF ALGERIAN, MOROCCAN, IRAQI, AND 
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TUNISIAN INVOLVEMENT MAY HAVE AT LEAST SOME BASIS OF 
TRUTH. IRAQI AIRCRAFT PREVIOUSLY STATIONED IN EGYPT 
MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN BATTLES OVER CANAL AND 
MOROCCAN TROOPS PREVIOUSLY STATIONED SYRIA ARE REPORTED 
TO HAVE JOINED THE FRAY IN THE GOLAN. 

8. POLITICAL FRONT: IN ABSENCE ANY MOVE BY ANY OF 
COMBATANTS TO SEEK CEASEFIRE OR UN INVOLVEMENT, WHITE 
HOUSE ANNOUNCED AFTERNOON OCTOBER 7 THAT PRESIDENT HAD 
INSTRUCTED SECRETARY TO REQUEST UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETING. COUNCIL CONVENED EVENING OCTOBER 8. FOR FULL 
STATEMENT OF US POSITION, POSTS ARE REFERRED TO TEXT 

OF AMBASSADOR SCALI S SPEECH TO SC. 

9. SECURITY SITUATION: THERE HAS SO FAR BEEN NO UNREST 
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OR THREATS OF VIOLENCE DETECTED AGAINST AMERICAN 
COMMUNITIES IN AREA. 

10. FOREGOING FOR POSTS BACKGROUND ONLY. KISSINGER 
SECRET 
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